
Academic jobs
A nonexhaustive point of view

(…) 



Click on Start

Necessary but highly unsufficient conditions

- Got a PhD

- Found an offer

What is next?



Various status

• Civil servant (fonctionnaire)

• Public organism not civil servant BUT permanent (CDI)

• Private contract permanent (CDI)

• Not permanent (postdoc but also lecturer like position possibly with a 
tenure track system)



Take home message (several times)

Consult Opération postes  

Postes.smai.emath.fr



Outline (OP based)

Qualification (1.1)

University application 
(1.2)

Permanent researcher
posititions (2.1)

Hints on other
positions (2.2)



University
Step 1: ask the permission



Application: the  Pre-title sequence (easily
forgotten) aka QUALIFICATION
Ask the permission to apply

Galaxie-> Odyssee (since now)

Authorization to apply given by 
the Comité National des 
Universités (CNU)

For you CNU 25 and/or 26
Can apply to both with the same files

CNU 25 Pure Maths

CNU 26 Applied Maths

Validity 4 years (Apply! Even if you
are not to apply to a position)



What do you need in order to apply?

Registration

Deadline

Deadline 2 

(only for late defense) 



Need some help (take home message again)? 
Volunteer managed website (in French):

- Information on the qualification procedurebut 
also

- Most information about university positions in 
mathematics (and computer science)

- Many additional information on researchers
position

- A bit more: mailing list koi 29 (quoi de neuf)

Postes.smai.emath.fr



Is it hard work the qualification? 

CV (in French) with articles + rapports de thèse/soutenance + 
attestation doctorat (mention eventual teaching activities)

This is more a filter than a selection



University
Step 2: Apply



Necessary conditions 

Qualification number !!!!

Application through Galaxie ODYSSEE

CV+ research summary + research project (bonus with local insertion)

Put your PhD reports even when not asked (they are ‘very useful’ for 
the jury).

Reference letters: not mandatory



Rest of the (French academic) 
world
Permanent researcher positions



CNRS

National hiring process:
- some positions are specified with locations/thematics

Research positions: no teaching duties.

Where: you apply with a few labs in mind: CNRS has the final decision
(partial negociation)

CNRS section: 41 mathematics but mathematicians can be hired elsewhere! 
(eg 51 for interactions with biology)



Inria

Junior researcher (CRCN)

Permanent position 

Civil servant

No teaching duty

Salary <

Inria Starting Faculty Position (ISFP)

Permanent position

CDI (no end date) not civil servant

Light teaching duty (64h)

Salary

Application (possible but rare exceptions) in a project team: contact them



Inrae

Junior researcher (CRCN)

Apply to a specific position 

Contact the team before!



Others

IRD 

Inserm 

INED



Your new best/worst friend

Worst but mandatory : Galaxie Odyssee website

Your best friend: Opération Postes 



Rest of the (French academic) 
world
The rest of the jungle



Grandes ecoles

Very school-dependent. 

Some are on Opération postes, some are not. Information is more 
difficult to track

Last year 20 such positions were put on OP. 

Mixture between senior and junior position

Some are even not full position. 

Read carefully.  



Teaching positions

PRAG (grandes écoles and universities)

Not sure where to find the information. 


